Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

RECOMMENDATIONS

1.     Visual medium in the form of video lessons, is a powerful and
very effective means of learning. This report has revealed the
importance of at least the minimal use of such a powerful mode
of instruction. The university should take necessary steps to know
why the video is not used by students, and encourage them to
utilize it well. A request was made equally emphatically both by
students & counsellors for provision of audio & video services.
They requested the University to have a library of Audio & Video
cassettes along with proper equipment at Jubilee Hills . This, they
felt, would help students to utilise audio & video lessons better.

2.      Although only a few counsellors have expressed their dissatisfaction
as counsellors, the university is posed with a question - why the
dissatisfaction? The University should look into this matter with
consideration to improve counsellors' performance and conditions.

3.      Counsellors have revealed that they use only 'lecture method' for
counselling. A good half of counsellors felt lecture method was
not suitable. However, they had no idea of other methods of
counselling/teaching. The University should give them proper
training on alternative methods of teaching, suitably adapted to
tackle adult learners too.

4.      Although a good number of counsellors were satisfied with the
conduct of practicals, an equal number (around 30%-40%)
expressed their dissatisfaction and rated it below the level of
practicals conducted at ther conventional colleges. The University,
must immediately look into the matter, plan and activate necessary
steps to improve the performance of science practicals.

5.      Opvarsity, a newsletter published and circulated by University was
reported as 'not seen' by 26.67% of counsellors and 47% were not
sure whether they had seen it or not. The University in all earnest
should look into the cause for this and make Opvarsity available
to all.

6.      If printed course material production is important, it is equally
important to see that the study material reaches the student on time.
It is the onus of the University to look into this lapse and remedy it.

7.      Course content and students' capacity to learn are the two sides
of the coin. They are equally important, especially in the context
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